
   

 

   

 

Highland Park Fifth Grade 2022-2023 

Teacher: Mrs. Hogan 
(After reading through the syllabus, students and families sign on the last page) 

Description: Fifth grade is an important year in preparing for middle school. Throughout fifth 

grade, students will explore academic concepts that will build a base of knowledge to use 

when entering sixth grade. These skills are vital for continued success in school. Students will 

also practice routines and procedures to help build their confidence and be able to work more 

independently. Finally, students will work together as a community to learn and practice 

positive social interactions that focus on respecting themselves, others, and their classroom. 

Here are some objectives that we will work on to better prepare for middle school: 

Academic: Social/ Emotional: 

• Notetaking 

• Study strategies 

• Working in groups to accomplish a 

goal 

• Planning for upcoming assignments 

• Organization (desk, locker, and 

bookbag) 

• Tips for test readiness (earlier bedtime, 

healthy breakfast, positive mindset) 

• Setting Goals 

• Completing our best work 

• Conflict resolution 

• When and how to take a break 

• Surrounding ourselves with friends 

who support each other 

• Appropriate school behavior 

• Asking for help 

• Offering to help 

Learning Standards and Objectives:  

Math Number and Number Sense: Place Value and Rounding of Whole Numbers 

and Decimals; Comparing and Ordering fractions and Decimals; Even and 

Odd Numbers; Prime and Composite Numbers. 

Computation and Estimation: Practical Word Problems using whole numbers, 

decimals, and fractions; adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 

fractions, mixed numbers, and decimals; order of operations. 

Measurement and Geometry: Perimeter, Area, and Volume; Metric System; 

Diameter, Radius, Chord, and Circumference of a Circle; Classify and Measure 



   

 

   

 

Angles and Triangles; Transformations of polygons; Combining and 

Subdividing polygons. 

Probability and Statistics: probability of an outcome; line plots and stem-and-

leaf plots; mean, median, mode, and range of a set of data. 

Patterns, Functions, and Algebra: Patterns; Variables 

Language 

Arts 

Communication and Multimodal Literacies: Effective communication skills; 

create presentations; how media messages are constructed and for what 

purpose. 

Reading: Vocabulary; comprehending fictional, nonfictional, and poetry texts. 

Writing: compose writing in narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive 

forms; self- and peer-edit writing for capitalization, spelling, punctuation, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and Standard English. 

Research: Find, evaluate, and select appropriate resources to create a 

research product. 

We use the program, Wit and Wisdom, to guide our whole group literacy 

learning. The program is organized into four modules. Here are the four core 

texts students will read and the associated writing types: 

• Thunder Rolling in the Mountains by Scott O’Dell and Elizabeth Hall 

(Module 1: Cultures in Conflict); Informative Writing 

• The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster (Module 2: Word Play); 

Narrative Writing 

• The River Between Us by Richard Peck (Module 3: A War Between Us); 

Opinion Writing 

• We Are the Ship by Kadir Nelson (Module 4: Breaking Barriers); 

Informative Writing (Research) 

Science Review of ALL fourth-grade concepts and 5th grade concepts: 

Scientific and Engineering Practices; Force, Motion, and Energy; Matter; 

Living Systems and Processes; Earth and Space Systems; Earth Resources 

Geography The focus of this course is the study of the world’s peoples, places, and 

environments, with an emphasis on world regions. The knowledge, skills, and 

perspectives of the course are centered on the world’s peoples and their 



   

 

   

 

cultural characteristics, landforms and climates, economic development, and 

migration and settlement patterns. 

To find a more detailed description of the learning objectives for fifth grade, please visit the 

VDOE website. 

Instructional Methods: In-person whole group, small group, individual. Students will work with 

the teacher directly. Students will also work with their classmates and independently. 

Technology Used: Canvas, Clever, ST MATH, IXL, Gimkit, EPIC, Prodigy. Students are provided 

with a laptop. 

Grading: 

A 90-100 B 89-80 C 79-70 D 60-69 F Below 60 

Late Assignments: While there is no substitution for learning in the classroom, we understand 

that situations may cause students to miss the occasional school day. Therefore, when your 

student returns, they will need to be active in completing any missed work. Late work will not 

be counted off, and students will receive full credit whenever they are able to complete the 

missed work. 

ParentVue and StudentVue: At the beginning of the year, guardians and students receive a 

username and password into ParentVue and StudentVue. This allows guardians and students 

to check on students' grades and missing work. We encourage students to utilize this tool, and 

practice checking grades in the classroom. 

Grading for each Subject: 

Math Participation: 40%  

• Completing work with best effort 

• Following along with instructions and taking notes 

• Applying oneself throughout the entire lesson 

Practice with Skill: 20% 

• Completing and correcting the lesson’s practice sheet 

• Completing the assigned IXLs and other practice activities 

Weekly Quick Check: 20% 



   

 

   

 

• Weekly graded quick checks on the current unit 

Unit Assessments: 20% 

• Comprehensive assessments graded to understand students' knowledge 

on the current unit 

ST MATH challenge: ST MATH is part of the participation grade. However, 

students are also working to complete 100% of ST MATH (about 2,500 

puzzles!) to earn a McDonalds happy meal. This may take most of the 

academic year. 

Language 

Arts 

Participation: 40%  

• Students are actively listening during all instruction 

• Students add to the class discussions 

• Students share and respond with other students during language arts 

• Students apply themselves throughout the entire lesson 

Response and Vocabulary Journals: 15% 

• Students respond to prompts given using complete sentences. 

• Students keep an organized vocabulary journal, writing the lesson’s 

words, meaning, and synonyms 

• Students refer to journals, when necessary, throughout the unit 

Fluency/ other Assignments: 15% 

• Students complete the fluency assignments  

• Students complete the assignments given throughout the unit 

• Students complete the IXLs assigned and other practice activities 

Writing Assessments: 15% 

• Students will conduct research for their writing assignment, using the 

prompt to guide them 

• Students will work on drafting their writing assignment 

• Students will edit their writing, focusing on sentence structure, spelling, 

capitalization, and punctuation. 

• Students will present one focused idea in their writing, using the writing 

prompt to guide them. 



   

 

   

 

• Students will complete a final draft 

Unit Assessments: 15% 

• Comprehensive assessments graded to understand students' knowledge 

on the current unit 

Science Participation: 40% 

• Students will follow along during all instruction 

• Students will take organized notes to refer to throughout the unit 

• Students will add to the class discussions 

Labs: 20% 

• Students will work either independently or in a group to complete the 

lab 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to follow directions 

• Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the Scientific Method 

Response writings and practicing knowledge: 10% 

• Students will read and respond to scientific articles that are related to 

the content and their current world 

• Students will complete activities identifying concepts 

Quizzes: 10%  

• Graded assessments to check for students understanding of the current 

unit 

Unit Assessments: 20% 

• End of unit assessments that summarize the students understanding 

Geography Nystrom Geography Globes Curriculum 

Homework: Students will experience an increase in homework in middle school. Therefore, 

students may be assigned a weekly math or reading assignment in fifth grade. Students will 

also come home with study materials to prepare for upcoming assessments. All homework 

and study materials can be found in your students’ daily folder. The students’ daily folder will 

always contain important academic resources for families to practice with their students. This 

folder should be sent back to school each day. While homework may be assigned throughout 



   

 

   

 

the year, it will not be taken as a grade. However, it is beneficial to work with your student on 

all work sent home. 

Communication: At the beginning of the year, guardians are given access to the REMIND app. 

This is a texting app. The teacher will frequently send updates and reminders to families. 

Guardians are also able to text the teacher at any time. If outside of the school hours, teachers 

may respond the following day. Students are the most successful when guardians and 
teachers act as a team, and consistent communication is encouraged! Students will also 

receive a weekly yellow Tuesday folder that will contain important information for families. 

Please check for these, complete forms if necessary, and return to your students’ backpack. 

Classroom Community Efforts: Throughout the fifth-grade year, our class will act as a 

community, supported by these three concepts: Respect yourself, respect others, and respect 
our classroom. Students will work together to demonstrate and give examples for each of 

these concepts. When students struggle, the teacher will encourage breaks, flexibility, and 

communication to support the student. If behavior continues, the teacher will communicate 

with the guardian and work to find a solution to best support the student. If behavior continues 

to disrupt the classroom and instruction, natural consequences will occur, whether that be 

finishing an assignment during recess or writing an apology letter. In rare instances, students 

will be asked to visit the principal to further search for a solution. Our goal is to support all 

students in their academic and emotional well-being. We do this by holding each other and 

ourselves accountable and having high expectations to work towards throughout the year. 

Class Teams: At the beginning of the year, the class will be placed into teams. These teams will 

work together to earn points. Points are earned through good behavior and academic 

performance. At the end of each week, the team with the most points will earn a reward. 

Teams will also work together throughout the year on team building exercises. 

Field Trips: One of the greatest ways for students to learn is through experiences. Therefore, 

we work hard to plan many field trips that expose students to a variety of learning. While field 

trips are planned for all students, teachers must feel confident that students will behave 

appropriately for the safety of everyone on the trip and may review a student's participation if 

deemed necessary. While some field trips cost money, any families looking for financial 

support may reach out to their teacher. Students will not be excluded due to funds. 

Classroom Pet: This year, the fifth grade has added a new friend. We will be sharing our 

classroom with a bearded dragon. This classroom pet will allow students to learn how to work 

together to care for an animal, follow directions in the care and safety of the pet, and 

investigate many science concepts. 

Please sign below after reading through with your student: 



   

 

   

 

X______________________________      X______________________________ 


